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ADVANCE FACT SHEET 

THE GODS DELIGHT; THE HUMAN FIGURE IN CLASSICAL BRONZE 

November l6, I 988 through January 8, I 989 


Contents: Seventy-five of the finest bronze statues that have survived 

from classical times. These Greek, Etruscan, and Roman 
sculptures of the human figure testify to classical man’s 
efforts to define his humanity. Each figure is of 
exceptionally high quality, a supreme example of classical 
imagination, thought, design, and craftsmanship in bronze. 
Sensual and emotionally charged images, they have been the 
focus of admiration and connoisseurship since they were first 
made, between the 8th century BC and the 4th century AD. 

Unlike the monumental bronzes made for the large open spaces 
and buildings in ancient cities, most of these smaller statues 
were made for use as votive gifts to the gods in civic temples 
and sanctuaries or in household shrines, or as sumptuous 
decorative objects. Conceived and cast with profound respect 
for the inherent value of the material — bronze was considered a 
divine invention — these bronze figures are among the great 
accomplishments of the classical world. 

Purpose : It was a creative and significant moment in the history of 

culture when the classical civilizations made man the measure 
of all things and centered their philosophy, drama, and art on 
human experience. The exhibition celebrates that achievement 
and presents to the public for the first time a selection of 
the best classical bronzes of the human figure, exploring their 
aesthetic and history as a major art form. Precious objects in 
their own time, they and the tradition they represent have had 
a continuing impact on Western art and its image of humanity. 

A century of collecting by museums and private collectors in 
the United States has brought to this country superb classical 
bronze statues, many of which will be published for the first 
time in the exhibition catalogue. 


Dates : THE GODS DELIGHT will open at The Cleveland Museum of Art on 

November 16, 1988, and will be on view until January 8 , I 989 . 
The exhibition will then travel to the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art (February 9-April 9 , I 989 ) and the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston (May 8 -July 9. 1989). 
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Major lenders to the exhibition will be The Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, New York; the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; The Walters 
Art Gallery, Baltimore; The J. Paul Getty Museum, Malibu; and 
The Cleveland Museum of Art. Other public institutions lending 
to the exhibition are The Brooklyn Museum; The Cincinnati Art 
Museum; The Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection, 
Washington, D.C.; The Fogg and Sackler Art Museums of Harvard 
University; The Indiana University Art Museum, Bloomington; The 
National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution; 

The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City; The Museum of 

Art, Rhode Island School of Design; The Toledo Museum of Art; 

and The Wadsworth Atheneum, Hartford. Significant loans from 
private collections are included in the exhibition. 

Arielle P. Kozloff, Curator of Ancient Art at The Cleveland 
Museum of Art, with the assistance of David Gordon Mitten, 

James Loeb Professor of Classical Art and Archaeology at 
Harvard University and Curator of Ancient Art at the Fogg and 
Sackler Museums of Harvard University; Suzannah Fabing, 

Managing Curator of Records and Loans at The National Gallery 
of Art in Washington, D.C.; John J. Herrmann, Jr., Associate 
Curator of Classical Art at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; 

and Marion True, Curator of Antiquities at The J. Paul Getty 

Museum . 

The catalogue will include an introductory essay on the history 
and aesthetics of the bronze statue in classical art, sections 
on each of the major types represented (Greek, Etruscan, and 
Roman), and photographs of each work, with complete 
descriptions. The catalogue will be published by The Cleveland 
Museum of Art and distributed by Indiana University Press. 

A scholarly forum on the subject of classical bronze statues 
is anticipated for January or February of I 989 at The J. Paul 
Getty Museum in Malibu, California. 

Public lectures, films, and varied educational programs will 
be offered at The Cleveland Museum of Art in conjunction with 
the initial showing of the exhibition. An exhibition titled 
THE PERSISTENCE OF CLASSICISM, drawn from the Cleveland 
Museum’s holdings and from local private collections, will 
explore the continuing impact of the classical figure on 
Western art. All programs, like the exhibitions as well as 
entrance to the Museum, are free. 

The exhibition is being underwritten by the AmeriTrust Bank, 
Cleveland, Ohio, with assistance from the National Endowment 
for the Arts. 
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For additional information, color slides, or photographs, please contact the 
Public Information Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, III 50 East Boulevard, 
Cleveland, Ohio 44l06; 216/421-7340. 



